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SECRET
25X1] | 25X1
COUNTRY USSR {Bering Strait) REPORT NO.
SUBJECT Soviet Alrfield under Construction DATE DISTR. 30 June 1953
on Tikhotks Island :
"25x1 NO. OF PAGES i 25X 1
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO.
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES
THE SOURCE EVALUATIONS IN THIS REPORT ARE DEFINITIVE.
THE APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
(FOR KEY SEE REVERSE)
25X1 1, #Since 1951, the Soviets have been constructing a rather lerge airfield on
Tikhotke Island, which is located not far from the shores of Alagka. Very
few civilians are employed at the ailrfield. All construction at the
fleld is dore by prisoners, whose minimum sentence is 25 years at hard
lebor. New prisomers arrive at the rate of 1,000 to 1,500 per month, but
the poor food, hard work, and bad climete at the camp tend to keep the size
of the labor fores from Increasing.

2. The size -of the fleld could not be ascertained. Approximastely 40 hangars,
some above ground and some below, are under -construction, There are pu-
merous concrete runways at the fleld. In June 1951 a coal mine was opered
up near the airfield. | |the field will be used as &

25X1 base for Jet ailrcraft. '
25X1 mﬂ_ent, Tikhotka Island has not been located, and Chukotskiy
Peninsula would appear to-be the orly name in the srea which resembles
this spelling. | |
25X1 [_Jan airfield waa built south of the Anadyr-Pevek road, which is a north-
gouth road, not rinning into” the Chukotskiy Peninsula. In neither case can
25X1 the reliability of the source be established. |
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